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Why do | need Liability insurance to have a Vendor space?

You need liability insurance for a farmers’ market to protect yourself and your business
from potential financial losses due to incidents like customer injuries, illnesses from food,
or property damage, many markets or venues require vendors to have it.

Here's a more detailed explanation:

o Why Liability Insurance is Important:

Customer Injuries: Farmers markets are bustling environments with potential hazards like
slips and falls, or injuries from equipment or products.

Foodborne lliness: If a customer becomes ill from consuming food you sold, you could
face a lawsuit.

Property Damage: Damage to your booth, the market's property, or other vendors' property
could occur.

Legal Claims: Even if you're not at fault, you could still be sued, and liability insurance can
help with legal defense costs.

o How Liability Insurance Helps:

Financial Protection: It covers the costs of medical bills, legal fees, and settlements in
case of an accident or lawsuit.

Peace of Mind: Knowing you're protected can help you focus on running your business
without the fear of unexpected financial burdens.

o What to Expect:

Market Requirements: Many farmers markets require vendors to provide proof of
insurance before they can participate.

Additional Insured: Some markets may ask you to add them as an additional insured on
your policy, meaning they would also be covered in case of an incident.

« Types of Insurance:

General Liability: This is the most common type of insurance for farmers market vendors,
covering a wide range of potential incidents



How do | get Liability insurance?

To get liability insurance for a farmers’ market, you should first check with the company
that provides you homeowner's insurance. You can also check with your state's Farmers
Market Association, local department of agriculture, or farm bureau offers group policies,
then compare quotes from private insurance agencies, and ensure the policy covers your
specific needs and budget.

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

1. Check for Group Policies:

» State Farmers Market Association: Many states have associations that offer group policies to
their members at potentially lower rates.

o Local Department of Agriculture or Farm Bureau: These organizations may also offer group
insurance options.

2. Compare Quotes from Private Agencies:

e Shop Around:

Contact multiple insurance agencies and compare their quotes, coverage options, and
premiums.

Understand Coverage:

Ensure the policy covers general liability, potential food-related claims (if applicable), and any
other specific risks associated with your market.

Additional Insured:

Consider adding the farmers market as an "additional insured" on your vendor's policy, which can
provide broader protection.



